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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SOPN SY LE 

SUB J : SYRIAN ATTACKS AGAINST LEBANESE RIGHT INTENSIFY 

SUMMARY: INTENSITY OF SYRIAN MEDIA ATTACKS AGAINST LEBANESE 
RIGHTIST MILITIAS IS NOTICEABLY INCREASING IN SCOPE, FRANKNESS 
AND INTENSITY. MAJOR EFFORT IS MADE TO REFUTE CHARGES THAT SYRIA 
IS ACTING AGAINST LEBANESE CHRISTIANS ON SECTARIAN BASIS. 

RIGHTIST "MASSACRES" AGAINST FELLOW CHRISTIANS ARE CATALOGED. 
PRESS BLUNTLY ACCUSES THE RIGHTISTS OF BEING ISRAELI ALLIES 
AND DETAILS ALLEGATIONS OF SUCH COOPERATION. MININFO AHMAD 
REAFFIRMS SELFLESSNESS OF SYRIAN GOALS IN LEBANON AND THREATENS 
THAT THE ADF "WILL WIPE OUT THE OUTLAWS." SYRIAN EDITORIALS ARE 
SPLIT AS THE WHO IS THE MAJOR PARTY BEHIND THE PLOT— ISRAEL 
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OR THE US, BUT NO NEWSPAPER SPARES THE "LEBANESE 
FASCISTA." MEDIA PLAY APPEARS DESIGNED TO PREPARE DOMESTIC 
PUBLIC OPINION AND REASSURE SYRIA'S CHRISTIANS IN THE 
EVENT THAT MAJOR NEW FIGHTING OCCURS BETWEEN SYRIA 
AND THE MILITIAS. END SUMMARY 

1 . SINCE CEASEFIRE TOOK HOLD IN BEIRUT BETWEEN SYRIAN 
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TROOPS AND LEBANESE RIGHTIST MILITIAS, SYRIAN MEDIA 
HAVE BEEN GRADUALLY INCREASING THE INTENSITY OF THEIR 
ATTACKS AGAINST THE PHALANGE AND LIBERALS. SYRIANS ARE 
PARTICULARLY CONCERNED TO DEFLECT CHARGES THAT THE FIGHTING 
IN SECTARIAN IN NATURE AND PRESS SEIZES ON ANY OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO DEMONSTARATE THAT THE PHALANGE AND LIBERALS 
DO NOT SPEAK OF ALL OR EVEN A MAJORITY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
POPULACE OF LEBANON. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, ASSAD 
HAS HAEL WELL-PUBLICIZED MEETINGS WITH THE DAMASCUS- 
BASED GREEK ORTHODOX AND GREEK CATHOLIC PATRIARCHS, 

WHO ARE THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS FOR THE SECOND AND 
THIRD LARGEST CHRISTIAN SECTS IN LEBANON, RESPECTIVELY. 

PRESS ON JULY 20 HEADLINED CHARGES THAT RIGHTIST GANGS 
HAD ATTACKED THE GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE (SIC) 

IN BEIRUT-BY WHICH WE ASSUME THEY MENT THE BISHOP OF 
BEIRUT'S HEADQUARTERS. 

2. BESIDES PLAYING UP PRO-SYRIAN STATEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN 
PRELATES AND LEBANESE CHRISTIAN POLITICIANS SUCH AS 
FRANGIEHS, PRESS HAS WITH INCREASING VIGOR MADE THE CASE 
THAT THE MILITIAS ARE THE ATJ.IF.W OF THE ISRAEL AND ACTING 
AGAINST THE ENTIRE ARAB NATION. WHILE JULY 21 HEADLINES 
ARE DOMINATED BY HUSSEIN'S VISIT HERE. SEVERAL PAPERS 
CARRY FRONTPAGE STORIES DETAILING ALLEGATIONS OF RIGHTIST 
DEALINGS WITH THE ISRAELIS. BAATH RUNS AN ARTICLE CAPTIONED: 
"CHAMOUN'S ADVISOR IS A ZIONIST NAMED RUDOLPH" 
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WHICH ALLEGES THAT CHAMOUN'S PRESS ADVISOR IS A LEBANESE 
CITIZEN OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN WHO HAD RECEIVED MILITARY 
TRAINING IN ISRAEL PRIOR TO JOINING WITH CHAMOUN IN 
1973. THAWRA CARRIES CHARGES FORM SYRIAN NATIONAL PARTY 
OFFICIAL CLAIMING THAT THE RIGHTIST "GANGS" SEEK PARTITION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH "ENEMY '" AIMS. THAWRA ALSO CARRIES A 
NUMBER OF QUOTES FROM VARIOUS LEBANESE CHRISTIANS (NONE 
OF THEM WELL-KNOWN) CONDEMNING THE RIGHTIST MILITIAS AND 
CHARGING THAT THEY ARE INTIMIDATING THE CHRISTIAN POPULACE 
IN THER AREAS OF CONTROL INTO COOPERATION WITY THEM. 

3. SYRIAN PRESS ALSO FINALLY LIFTED BLACKOUT ON RECENT 
STATEMENTS TO FOREIGN PRESS BY SYRIAN MININFO AHMAD ISKANDAR 
AHMAD IN WHICH HE TOOK EXTREMELY HARD LINE TOWARD THE 
MILITIAS AND WARNED SYRIA WOULD FIGHT TO PREVENT PARTITION. 
INTERVIEW IS A REPRINT FROM PRO-SYRIAN LEBANESE NEWSPAPER 
AL-SHARQ AND IS BASED ON THREE SEPARATE 

INTERVIEWS AHMAD GAVE OVER THE LAST WEEK TO FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS. IN THE INVERVIEW, AHMAD OUTLINES SYRIAN 
GOALS AS FOLLOWS: PREVENTING PARTITION, RESTORING PEACE 
AND SECURITY IN LEBANON, 

MAINTAINING THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE, AND ASSISTING THE 
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LEBANESE IN RECONSTRUCTING THE COUNTRY. 

4. WHEN ASKED IF IT WAS THE INTENTION OF THE ADF TO STRIKE 
AT THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS, ISKANDAR TAKES EXCEPTION TO THE 
TERM ’CHRISTIAN' CLAIMING THAT THE MILITIAS DID NOT 
REPRESENT THE MAJORITY OF MARONITES LET ALONG ALL THE 
CHRISTIANS. HE SAYS THAT THE LEBANESE STATE WHOULD 
ACT ON THE LOGIC OF PROTECTING THE WHOLE OF LEBANON AND 
THAT "THEREFORE IT IS NATURAL THAT THE ADF STRIKE AT THERE 
ARMED GANGS." HE CALLS THEM "OUTLAWS" AND CRITICIZES 
CHAMOUN AND BASHIR GEMAYEL FOR THEIR VERBAL ATTACKS ON 
PRESIDENT SARKIS BEFORE AND AFTER HIS SPEECH WITHDRAWING 
HIS RESIGNATION. HE THEN SAYS, "I CAN SAY THAT THE GANGS 
OF CHAMOUNISTS AND PHALANGISTS ARE AGAINST-LEBANESE 
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LEGALITY, THE LEBANESE STATE AND THE ADF WHICH REPRESENTS 
THE LEGALITY OF THE STATE.” LATER IN THE INTERVIEW, 

AHMAD EXPOUNDS ON HIS BELIEF THAT THE ADF "UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT... CAN WIPE OUT 
THE OUTLAWS." 
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5. WHEN ASKED ABOUT PRESSURE OF SYRIA, AHMAD CLAIMS THAT 
"SYRIA DOES NOT ACCEPT PRESSURE OR THREAT FROM ANYONE AT 
ALL." HE ASSERTS THAT "SYRIA DID NOT PROVOKE ANYONE 

BUT IT REPLIED TO AGGRESSIVE ACTS." 

6. MEANWHILE, EDITORIALS ON JULY 21 SHOW SOME INTERESTING 
CONTRASTS. AL BAATH, WHOSE EDITOR IS THE FORMER SYRIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO NORTH KOREA, INSISTS ON SEEING US INVOLVE- 
MENT BEHIND MUCH OF THE TURMOIL IN LEBANON WHILE THAWRA 
GENERALLY BLAMES ISRAEL. AL-BAATH CLAIMS "THAT THE GANGS 

OF CHAMOUN AND THE PHALANGE ARE PARTIES TO A HOSTILE SCHEME 
DRAWN UP BY THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE SUPERVISION 
OF DR. KISSINGER" WITH THE HELP OF SOME ARABS WHO CON- 
TINUE TO INSIST ON THEIR FRIENDSHIP WITH THE US. IT 
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DEPICTS SYRIA AS THE ONLY BULWARK TO US DOMINATION OF THE 
AREA. THAWRA, FOR ITS PART, STATES THAT "ONE OF THE 
MOST UNUSUAL PARADOXES IS THAT ISRAEL... SHOULD BE A 
"PROTECTOR" OF THE "CHRISTIANS" OF LEBANON AS THE 
PHALANGIST AND LEBER AT, FACISTS CONTEND AND AS THE 
RULERS OF TEL AVIV PURPORT." IT CLAIMS THAT ISRAEL AIMS 
TO DIVIDE THE AREA INTO SECTARIAN MINI-STATES "SO THAT IT 
MAY FIND IN THIS HATEFUL CONFESSIONAL PRESENCE A JUSTIFI- 
CATION FOR 1ST SURVIVAL AND DOMINATION." 

7. COMMENT: PRESS ATTACKS AGAINST THE LEBANESE RIGHTISTS 
SEEM DESIGNED TO PREPARE DOMESTIC PUBLIC OPINION AND 
REASSURE SYRIA'S CHRISTIANS IN THE EVEN THAT NEW SYRIAN 
MILITARY ACTIONS AGAINST THE PHALANGE AND LIBERALS BECOME 
NECESSARY. 

PF.LLF.TRF.AU 
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